RIVER OF TRUTHS

A Production of Battery Dance Company of New YorkT&he Semazens
and Musicians of Konya, Turkey

“Lay down your you-ness and come,
Let me lay down my I-ness and come.
Let us meet in the One, and dive into the rivetraths.”
Mevlana (Rumi)

For the first time ever, the world renowned mydtroasicians and Whirling Dervishes of
Konya, Turkey will perform jointly with a Westernadern dance company. This event
has significance far beyond Turkey and the U.SeifTthythm and rhyme is for the
whole world and humanity.

Composers, artists, designers and choreograpluenstifre U.S. and Turkey are
collaborating in creating a full length performarbat illustrates the meeting of cultures
on stage, taking strands from modern Western narsidraditional Sufi music in a
touching and inspirationally integrated performanideey are telling universal stories
through a unique combination of modern dance arfioriuals.



“The Sema is the dhikr (zikr) ceremony of the MenDrder. The reciting of ayins,
magnificent works composed to a variety of melotiiasare performed during the Sema
by Semazens in their unique costumes, takes tltagmeto another universe, inscribing
love onto the heart through the eye and ear. Hseription reaches the perfection of

love for Allah (God) after passing through the pdssf love for nature and the human
being. Thus, the deep enthusiasm that the religitempts to bring to people is possible
and the joy of living is no longer a miracle.”

Mustafa Kara, Professor at Uludag University, Fagubf Theology. In “Rumi and the Mevlevi
Order,” “Mevlana,” Ministry of Culture and TourisnPublications, 2007

(I. to r.) Ahmet Calisir (arms crossed), Jonathaniahder & Serdil Gunay with dancers in Konya
JOURNEY OF KINSHIP THROUGH THE ARTS

In February and March, 2008, an extensive seri@seaftings and workshops took place
in Konya, Turkey, bringing together musicians, dasand artistic directors from New
York City and Turkey. Participants included Ahn@zlisir and the musicians and
dervishes of the Mevlevi Order and Jonathan HolkanBarry Steele and six modern
dancers of the Battery Dance Company. During ticeesssion of interactions, they
exchanged beliefs, ideas and approaches. Theyrperfiofor each other and conducted a
workshop together. They tested new ground, combielements of the Mevlevi rituals
with American modern dance, to explore how thesg ddferent artistic worlds could
meet without compromising the integrity of either.



As a result, Jonathan Hollander, Ahmet Calisir tir@ilr colleagues established a basis of
trust artistically, personally and professionalBoth sides are convinced that a full
length program combining the Sema with modern dankde a fruitful and fascinating
endeavor with many benefits for the artists themeseand audiences in the U.S., Turkey
and elsewhere around the world.

They found that the movement and musical languaff®e modern Western and
traditional Turkish culture can be woven togetteotigh a story line that explores
poignant themes of immigration and deracinatione land deliverance through spiritual
faith and brotherhood.

Dervish and Dancers, Konya, 2008



NEXT STEPS

Battery Dance Company has its home base in lowerhlidan, where the Company has
rehearsal studios and offices, and a theater:e¢all’erforming Arts Center. Battery’'s
home base will be the venue for a three-week wanxsthich will allow Jonathan
Hollander to begin building the choreography foVBRR OF TRUTHS. Ahmet Calisir
and two of the Sema from his Group will come to N¥wvk to participate in the
workshops with the dancers of Battery Dance andadder. Simultaneously, Calisir
will meet and interact with New York-based jazz gaser and BDC music director
Frank Carlberg and his musicians, vocalist Chres@orrea, world music percussionist
Yousif Sheronick and others, to begin developirgrttusical score for the production.

During the three-week rehearsal/workshop periadeaiape will be used to document
the process and to give Calisir, Hollander, Cadlard Steele the opportunity to review
the material made each day, study, edit and pusadahA rough draft of choreographic
framework, musical score and scenography of RIVERTBUTHS will be achieved by
the end of the three weeks.

Calisir has invited Battery Dance Company to mag&eecond visit to Turkey, to teach
and perform in the municipality of Eskisehir, adlvas other cities in Turkey. The
Company will perform works from its repertoire; lwitl also take advantage of the time
in Turkey to work in Konya for 12 days, teachinglaehearsing with the larger group of
musicians and dervishes, accompanied by Carlbatdismmusicians, and Steele.

The Turkish cast members of RIVER OF TRUTHS weael to New York for 10 days
of final rehearsals, leading up to a series ofqrerhnces to be staged in Theater One
(1,000 seats) of the Tribeca Performing Arts Centé&ribeca PAC is serving as co-
producer of the production and will donate the afsthe theater at no cost.

Following the New York premiere, and perhaps agrerince in Washington, DC, the
American and Turkish cast of RIVER OF TRUTHS wadturn to Turkey for
performances in Konya, Ankara, Istanbul, Adanad@tids in the other nearby countries
such as Armenia, Israel, Jordan, Egypt, Georgiaridajan, Kazakhstan.



BATTERY DANCE COMPANY

In the 33 years since its foundirgattery Dance Company (BDC)has brought
over 85 dance pieces to life

Performed extensively in 30 countries

Taught and mentored more than 200,000 New York @itylic school students
through its Arts Education program

Hosted the Downtown Dance Festival in Lower Mardrator 27 years,
subsidized rehearsal space for 400 non-profit dandetheater groups through its
Studio Share Program

Commissioned 25 original musical scores and hastederous international
dancers, choreographers and their companies inYelvand across the U.S.
Since the mid-1990s, Battery Dance has partnerddwarious cultural
institutions, foundations, government agenciesiatetnational artists to produce
collaborative productions with musicians and dasaeiCambodia, Finland,
Hungary, India, Poland, Taiwan and many other aoest

BATTERY DANCE COMPANY

AHMET CALISIR AND THE GROUP OF SEMAZENS AND M YSTICAL MUSICIANS OF KONYA

Ahmet Calisir is a Sufimuezzirand founder of the Group for the Performance of
Tasavvuf (Sufi) Music and tHeéema

He has brought Turkish traditional Tasavvuf musiovter 22 countries,
organized international performances for the masgiand th&emaens

(Whirling Dervishespand collaborated with ethnomusicologists at Hahaard

the New England Conservatory of Music.



Jonathan Hollander, Choreographer & Artistic Director

Jonathan Hollander is a leading choreographer envtirld’s stages and a Fulbright
Lecturer on dance. His creativity has been expetsrough collaborations with far-
flung artists ranging from Indian musicians BadayRSamir & Sanghamitra Chatterjee
to Finnish composers Eero Hameenniemi and Frank€&rar He has taken up diverse
and challenging themes ranging from the poetry aodgs of Rabindranath Tagore to the
diasporic wanderings of the Gypsies; from the pdiof role-playing in American
elections and the naming of the new Pope to theesging of the holocaust by the
paving stones and willow trees of Krakow. He teeived honors and awards from the
National Endowment for the Arts, Arts & Businessu@oil and Silesian Dance Theatre
of Poland and his work has been performed throuigtheuU.S., Europe, Africa, Middle
East, South Asia and the Pacific Rim.

Frank Carlberg, Composer & Pianist

Frank Carlberg has carved a niche in the internatimzz community. The Brooklyn-
based pianist/composer has been involved in marssorer projects throughout the
years. He has been commissioned to write musibi§pbands, small ensembles,
symphony orchestras as well as modern dance copgpdbarlberg serves on the faculty
at both New England Conservatory and Berklee Cell&#gMusic and leads frequent
workshops at the Pop/Jazz Conservatory in Helskkland. After receiving his
Bachelor’s degree from Berklee in 1990, Carlbengticmied his studies at the New
England Conservatory of Music and received his Bladgégree in 1992. He has released
three recordings Blind Drive, Ugly Beauty and Cr&¥gman. His notable collaborations
have included performances with world music pericumsst Yousif Sheronick and
recordings with saxophonist Steve Lacy, tromboBat Brookmeyer and trumpeter
Kenny Wheeler. He has also realized a duo projébtanother Finnish ex-patriate New
Yorker, drummer/composer Klaus Suonsaari.

Barry Steele, Production Designer

Steele serves as Production Designer for two Nevk @ity dance troupes Battery
Dance Company and New Generation Tango Dance Comgapervising all
productions domestic and international. He has eupg Battery Dance Company’s arts
education residencies in the U.S. and overseasescher, mentor and technical advisor.
For two decades, Barry Steele has created thergghnd scenic designs for opera,
dance, and music productions in the United St&espe, and Asia including Battery
Dance Company'’s national tours of India, Finlanokt&gal, Vietnam, Hungary and
Jordan. Other important engagements include Samcksco Opera, Lucinda Childs
Dance Company, Portland Opera, Ballet Stars of Mlwsand Nantes Opera. New
operas such aehe DreamersSurrender Road-eynmanBuoso's GhostCasanovaas

well as rarely performed operas suclzZagle The LighthouseandLa Voix Humaine
complement his list of standard opera repertorjushed in the fifty productions he has lit
as Resident Lighting Designer for Sarasota Opeea, Ndoines Metro Opera, and New
Jersey Opera Theatre. His video projected enviemgnare in demand for new opera
productions fronLost Highwayto Der Zauberflotewnith many more in development.



