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RIVER OF TRUTHS 

A Production of Battery Dance Company of New York & The Semazens 
and Musicians of Konya, Turkey 

 

“Lay down your you-ness and come, 

Let me lay down my I-ness and come. 

Let us meet in the One, and dive into the river of truths.” 

Mevlana (Rumi) 

For the first time ever, the world renowned mystical musicians and Whirling Dervishes of 
Konya, Turkey will perform jointly with a Western modern dance company. This event 
has significance far beyond Turkey and the U.S.. Their rhythm and rhyme is for the 
whole world and humanity. 

Composers, artists, designers and choreographers from the U.S. and Turkey are 
collaborating in creating a full length performance that illustrates the meeting of cultures 
on stage, taking strands from modern Western music and traditional Sufi music in a 
touching and inspirationally integrated performance. They are telling universal stories 
through a unique combination of modern dance and Sufi rituals.  
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 “The Sema is the dhikr (zikr) ceremony of the Mevlevi Order.  The reciting of ayins, 
magnificent works composed to a variety of melodies that are performed during the Sema 
by Semazens in their unique costumes, takes the spectator to another universe, inscribing 
love onto the heart through the eye and ear.  This inscription reaches the perfection of 
love for Allah (God) after passing through the phases of love for nature and the human 
being.  Thus, the deep enthusiasm that the religion attempts to bring to people is possible 
and the joy of living is no longer a miracle.” 

Mustafa Kara, Professor at Uludag University, Faculty of Theology.  In “Rumi and the Mevlevi 
Order,” “Mevlana,” Ministry of Culture and Tourism Publications, 2007. 
 
 

 
(l. to r.) Ahmet Calisir (arms crossed), Jonathan Hollander & Serdil Gunay with dancers in Konya 
 
JOURNEY OF K INSHIP THROUGH THE ARTS 

In February and March, 2008, an extensive series of meetings and workshops took place 
in Konya, Turkey, bringing together musicians, dancers and artistic directors from New 
York City and Turkey.  Participants included Ahmet Calisir and the musicians and 
dervishes of the Mevlevi Order and Jonathan Hollander, Barry Steele and six modern 
dancers of the Battery Dance Company.  During the succession of interactions, they 
exchanged beliefs, ideas and approaches. They performed for each other and conducted a 
workshop together.  They tested new ground, combining elements of the Mevlevi rituals 
with American modern dance, to explore how these very different artistic worlds could 
meet without compromising the integrity of either.    
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As a result, Jonathan Hollander, Ahmet Calisir and their colleagues established a basis of 
trust artistically, personally and professionally.  Both sides are convinced that a full 
length program combining the Sema with modern dance will be a fruitful and fascinating 
endeavor with many benefits for the artists themselves and audiences in the U.S., Turkey 
and elsewhere around the world.   

They found that the movement and musical languages of the modern Western and 
traditional Turkish culture can be woven together through a story line that explores 
poignant themes of immigration and deracination, love and deliverance through spiritual 
faith and brotherhood.  

 
Dervish and Dancers, Konya, 2008  
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NEXT STEPS 

Battery Dance Company has its home base in lower Manhattan, where the Company has 
rehearsal studios and offices, and a theater:  Tribeca Performing Arts Center.  Battery’s 
home base will be the venue for a three-week workshop which will allow Jonathan 
Hollander to begin building the choreography for RIVER OF TRUTHS.  Ahmet Calisir 
and two of the Sema from his Group will come to New York to participate in the 
workshops with the dancers of Battery Dance and Hollander.  Simultaneously, Calisir 
will meet and interact with New York-based jazz composer and BDC music director 
Frank Carlberg and his musicians, vocalist Christine Correa, world music percussionist 
Yousif Sheronick and others, to begin developing the musical score for the production. 

During the three-week rehearsal/workshop period, videotape will be used to document 
the process and to give Calisir, Hollander, Carlberg and Steele the opportunity to review 
the material made each day, study, edit and push ahead.  A rough draft of choreographic 
framework, musical score and scenography of RIVER OF TRUTHS will be achieved by 
the end of the three weeks.  

Calisir has invited Battery Dance Company to make its second visit to Turkey, to teach 
and perform in the municipality of Eskisehir, as well as other cities in Turkey.  The 
Company will perform works from its repertoire; but will also take advantage of the time 
in Turkey to work in Konya for 12 days, teaching and rehearsing with the larger group of 
musicians and dervishes, accompanied by Carlberg and his musicians, and Steele. 

The Turkish cast members of RIVER OF TRUTHS will travel to New York for 10 days 
of final rehearsals, leading up to a series of performances to be staged in Theater One 
(1,000 seats) of the Tribeca Performing Arts Center.   Tribeca PAC is serving as co-
producer of the production and will donate the use of the theater at no cost. 

Following the New York premiere, and perhaps a performance in Washington, DC, the 
American and Turkish cast of RIVER OF TRUTHS will return to Turkey for 
performances in Konya, Ankara, Istanbul, Adana and cities in the other nearby countries 
such as Armenia, Israel, Jordan, Egypt, Georgia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan.   
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BATTERY DANCE COMPANY  

·  In the 33 years since its founding, Battery Dance Company (BDC) has brought 
over 85 dance pieces to life 

·  Performed extensively in 30 countries 
·  Taught and mentored more than 200,000 New York City public school students 

through its Arts Education program 
·  Hosted the Downtown Dance Festival in Lower Manhattan for 27 years, 

subsidized rehearsal space for 400 non-profit dance and theater groups through its 
Studio Share Program 

·  Commissioned 25 original musical scores and hosted numerous international 
dancers, choreographers and their companies in New York and across the U.S.   

·  Since the mid-1990s, Battery Dance has partnered with various cultural 
institutions, foundations, government agencies and international artists to produce 
collaborative productions with musicians and dancers in Cambodia, Finland, 
Hungary, India, Poland, Taiwan and many other countries 

 
BATTERY DANCE COMPANY  

 
AHMET CALISIR AND THE GROUP OF SEMAZENS AND MYSTICAL MUSICIANS OF KONYA  

·  Ahmet Calisir is a Sufi muezzin and founder of the Group for the Performance of 
Tasavvuf  (Sufi) Music and the Sema.   

·  He has brought Turkish traditional Tasavvuf music to over 22 countries, 
organized international performances for the musicians and the Semazens 
(Whirling Dervishes) and collaborated with ethnomusicologists at Harvard and 
the New England Conservatory of Music.   
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Jonathan Hollander, Choreographer & Artistic Director 

Jonathan Hollander is a leading choreographer on the world’s stages and a Fulbright 
Lecturer on dance.  His creativity has been expressed through collaborations with far-
flung artists ranging from Indian musicians Badal Roy, Samir & Sanghamitra Chatterjee 
to Finnish composers Eero Hämeenniemi and Frank Carlberg.  He has taken up diverse 
and challenging themes ranging from the poetry and  songs of Rabindranath Tagore to the 
diasporic wanderings of the Gypsies; from the politics of role-playing in American 
elections and the naming of the new Pope to the witnessing of the holocaust by the 
paving stones and willow trees of Kraków.  He has received honors and awards from the 
National Endowment for the Arts, Arts & Business Council and Silesian Dance Theatre 
of Poland and his work has been performed throughout the U.S., Europe, Africa, Middle 
East, South Asia and the Pacific Rim. 

Frank Carlberg, Composer & Pianist 

Frank Carlberg has carved a niche in the international jazz community.  The Brooklyn-
based pianist/composer has been involved in many crossover projects throughout the 
years. He has been commissioned to write music for big bands, small ensembles, 
symphony orchestras as well as modern dance companies. Carlberg serves on the faculty 
at both New England Conservatory and Berklee College of Music and leads frequent 
workshops at the Pop/Jazz Conservatory in Helsinki, Finland.  After receiving his 
Bachelor’s degree from Berklee in 1990, Carlberg continued his studies at the New 
England Conservatory of Music and received his Master degree in 1992.  He has released 
three recordings Blind Drive, Ugly Beauty and Crazy Woman. His notable collaborations 
have included performances with world music percussionist Yousif Sheronick and 
recordings with saxophonist Steve Lacy, trombonist Bob Brookmeyer and trumpeter 
Kenny Wheeler. He has also realized a duo project with another Finnish ex-patriate New 
Yorker, drummer/composer Klaus Suonsaari. 

Barry Steele, Production Designer   

Steele serves as Production Designer for two New York City dance troupes Battery 
Dance Company and New Generation Tango Dance Company, supervising all 
productions domestic and international. He has supported Battery Dance Company’s arts 
education residencies in the U.S. and overseas as a teacher, mentor and technical advisor.  
For two decades, Barry Steele has created the lighting and scenic designs for opera, 
dance, and music productions in the United States, Europe, and Asia including Battery 
Dance Company’s national tours of India, Finland, Portugal, Vietnam, Hungary and 
Jordan.  Other important engagements include San Francisco Opera, Lucinda Childs 
Dance Company, Portland Opera, Ballet Stars of Moscow and Nantes Opera.  New 
operas such as The Dreamers, Surrender Road, Feynman, Buoso's Ghost, Casanova as 
well as rarely performed operas such as Zaide, The Lighthouse, and La Voix Humaine 
complement his list of standard opera repertory included in the fifty productions he has lit 
as Resident Lighting Designer for Sarasota Opera, Des Moines Metro Opera, and New 
Jersey Opera Theatre.  His video projected environments are in demand for new opera 
productions from Lost Highway to Der Zauberflote with many more in development.  


